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The Myth of Progress: Contemporary Classicism's Critique of Modernist Architectural Aesthetics
Jiangbo Li
Quzhou University
[Abstract] Modernist architecture, centred upon a linear progressive historical perspective, advocates creating
new forms for the industrial age through a break with tradition. Contemporary classicism theory, emerging at
the close of the twentieth century, launched a fierce critique against this logic of progress. Porfirios argued
ontologically that classicism constitutes the ‘ontological essence of building’ rather than an optional style; Krill
proposes the theory of classical architecture's ‘completeness,” rejecting the applicability of the concept of
progress in the architectural domain; Scruton defends eternal aesthetic principles from a philosophical—aesthetic

perspective. This paper reveals the fundamental divergence between these two architectural worldviews.

Building upon a critical reflection of the tensions within contemporary classicist theory, it further highlights its

implications for contemporary architectural practice.
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