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A Study on the Spatial Pattern Evolution of Tian Shui Yuquan Temple from a Historical
Accumulation Perspective
Ning Sun  Qiufeng Hou Lin Sun
Lanzhou Jiaotong University

[Abstract] Mountain religious architecture is an important heritage type with significant regional value in the
traditional Chinese architectural system. In response to the current situation where existing research mainly
focuses on static form verification and lacks long—term systematic analysis and in—depth revelation of internal
driving mechanisms, this study introduces the perspective of "historical layering" theory, takes Tianshui Yuquan
Temple as the research object, and comprehensively uses methods such as literature review, field surveying, and
structured coding of historical events to systematically sort out its spatial pattern evolution process over the past
seven hundred years. Research has shown that the spatial construction of Yuquan Temple has gone through five
dynamic layering stages: the beginning of the Yuan Dynasty, the finalization of the Ming Dynasty, the expansion
of the Qing Dynasty, the decline of the Republic of China, and the restoration of modern times, ultimately
forming a triple spatial structure of "core axis secondary axis supporting halls peripheral scattered points". The
evolution process is not a simple superposition of construction events, but the result of the deep coupling and
dynamic game of terrain constraints, ritual guidance, disaster reconstruction, and social support mechanisms.
This article constructs a mutual verification analysis framework of "cultural semantics spatial structure
environmental response”, which not only reveals the spatial generation logic of Yuquan Temple as a case study,
but also provides theoretical basis and methodological models for the protection, restoration, and value
interpretation of mountain religious architectural heritage in the northwest region.
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