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A Study on the Alienation of Cultural Genes in the Renovation of the Zhongshan Road Historical
District in Qingdao Under the Drive of the Traffic Economy
Longhao Xiao Lijun Zheng
School of Mechanics and Civil Engineering, China University of Mining and Technology (Beijing)
[Abstract] Driven by the traffic economy, many historical district redevelopment projects in China have overly
focused on pursuing commercial appeal, thereby facing the risks of cultural hollowing out and % ¥.—oriented
consumption. Taking Liyuan on Zhongshan Road in Qingdao as a core case study, this paper examines the
phenomenon from multiple dimensions—including redevelopment stakeholders, spatial transformation, business
model organization, community relations, and the evolution of cultural genes. The study finds that the traffic
economy accelerates the alienation of cultural genes through screening mechanisms, displacement processes, and
power dynamics, leading to the excessive expression of explicit cultural genes while the loss of implicit cultural
genes. This paper suggests shifting focus across three dimensions—value objectives, participating stakeholders,

and economic activities—to build cultural resilience in historical districts, thereby safeguarding their local

cultural heritage and providing a practical reference for similar projects.
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